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The book-making remains of the most sumptuous. It follows naturally 
that the circulation of the original edition must be less wide than the work 
deserves; and it is to be hoped that after the first edition has served its 
purpose a more popular issue may follow. 

W J McGee 

British Museum: Handbook to the Ethnographical Collections. Printed by Order 

of the Trustees, 1910. 8}4 X sH, I5 plates, 273 text figures, and ,•; maps. 

This publication is something more than its title indicates; it is also 
a concise treatise on general ethnography. The book contains not only an 
account of the material culture of historic primitive peoples, including a 
description of their clothing, ornaments, implements, utensils, weapons, 
ceremonial and religious paraphernalia, but it treats also of their physical 
characteristics, of the distribution of types, and of social, religious, and 
other customs. While the book serves as a guide to the Ethnographical sec- 
tion of the British Museum, and the specimens illustrated are in that institu- 
tion, it is practically free from disturbing references to rooms and cases 
where the specimens are shown, which renders the book of greater interest 
to the general reader. Independently of the museum it forms an excellent 
handbook for general use. The introduction of 44 pages opens with a brief 
historical account of the famous Christy collection that forms the nucleus 
of the ethnographical exhibit. This is followed by references to the more 
important travels and explorations which have brought knowledge of primi- 
tive peoples to civilized states. The rest of the introduction is arranged 
under the following headings: Man in his relation to the material world; 
Man in his relation to his fellows; Man in relation to the supernatural. 

The remainder of the book is arranged geographically. The regions 
treated more or less fully are Asia, Australia, Oceania, Africa, South 
America, and North America, with the exception of Mexico and Central 
America, which will form the subject of another handbook. 

The series of specimens from Asia in the Ethnographical section of the 
museum is not extensive. Turkey and Persia are without illustration, and 
the civilizations of the nearer and farther East are practically unrepresented. 
The work from these countries, like that from China and Japan, is primarily 
of artistic or archeological interest and is exhibited elsewhere in the museum; 
hence the ethnology of these countries is but briefly noted or omitted al- 
together. The principal objects described from the Indo-Persian region and 
Japan are armor and weapons. 

The arts of the Ainu, Tibetans, Nagas, Sinhalese, Nicobar Islanders, 
and the Andamanese are treated somewhat more fully. Considerable space 
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is devoted to Indonesia in general, to Borneo in particular, and also to 
Australia, but the greatest space is naturally devoted to Oceania and Africa 
as the collections from these regions are extensive. As is usual with books 
on general ethnography the section devoted to North America is restricted 
and the treatment of the subject not wholly satisfactory. The arts of the 
Eskimo, of the Northwest Coast Indians, and of the Plains tribes are the 
most fully described. The ethnography of South America is treated under 
two divisions: the northern, which includes the Amazon region; and the 
southern, which comprises the greater portion of the continent south of the 
Amazon-La Plata watershed. The linguistic grouping of the tribes of these 
regions is hardly in keeping with that of our best authorities, for instance, 
the Jivaro, Zaparo, and Pano, each an independent stock, are classed as 
Arawakan. 

The book will be found of much value to curators of ethnological museums, 
for the plates and text illustrations representing upward of 650 objects are 
excellent in every way, and with few exceptions the identifications of speci- 
mens as to locality and use are reliable. The most noteworthy exceptions 
are as follows: the interesting cedar bark robe shown in the colored frontis- 
piece is not Chilkat, but is probably of Wakashan origin; the shield shown 
in fig. 82 is Kalinga; the headdress represented in fig. 234 is Aleut, not 
Tlingit; the bag illustrated in fig. 257 is Wasco (Chinookan family) and is 
from the Columbia river. 

There is a very complete general index, and a geographical and tribal 
index, the two occupying 14 pages, that add much to the value of the book. 

Charles C. Willoughby 

Castes and Tribes of Southern India. By Edgar Thurston, assisted by K. 
Rangachari. Madras: Government Press, 1909. 9}^X6, 7 vols., ills. 

This work is a production of a systematic and detailed ethnographic 
survey for the whole of India which received the formal sanction of the 
government of India in 1901. The territory assigned to Mr Thurston for 
the purposes of survey was Madras Presidency and the states of Travancore 
and Cochin. The volumes set forth, in short, information regarding more 
than 300 castes and tribes representing more than forty million individuals 
spread over an area of 150,000 square miles. The state of Mysore was ex- 
cluded for the purposes of ethnography but included for that of anthro- 
pometry. The volumes are written in the form of a dictionary, the various 
castes and tribes being treated in alphabetical order. Mr Thurston started 
his studies in the anthropometry of southern India in 1894 and has published 
a number of works of anthropological character before this one. The present 



